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* of the major themes of the
coming age will bean
prganic feel and harmony
with the environment,”
says architect Kazuyo
Sejima, who founded the
Tokyo-based firm SANAA
along with partner Ryue
Nishizawa. With their

new River building—an
83,000-square-foot,
1,400-foot-long structure
ON'@ nature preserve in
New Canaan, Connecticut—
Sejima and Nishizawa
have taken this contextual
approach to an elegant
new level

Composed of glass-
walled pavilions joined
by a continuous, snaking
roof, the low-slung
structure is home to the
Grace Community Church

and not-for-profit Grace
Farms Foundation.
Serving as bothagather
ing space for the public
and a lens through which
to view the preserve’s
meadows, trees, and
rolling hills, it provides a
model for howa building
can relate to its environ-
ment “Architecture can
entér into a dialogue
with its surroundings
through a shape that
matches the topography,

an organic fecl, 2 sense
of freedom and transpar
ency,” Sejima says.
Sejima and Nishi-
zawa have been pursuing
these themes since open-
ing their firm in 1995,
building a body of work
that is refined, harmoni
ous, and borderline obses
sive when it comes to
the “right” proportions.
From the playfully
stacked boxes of Man-
hatian’s New Museum

to the undulating Rolex
Learning Center in
Switzeriand, SANAA's
structures are subtle re-
gardless of their scale
and have inspired others
to embrace this perspe
tive, The firm recently
won the high-profile
commissions for the new
National Gallery and
Ludwig Museum in Buda-
pest, Hungary, and the
Art Gallery of New South
Wales, in Sydney.




Most Innovative
Companies by sector

Whether it's social media, space, sports, or style, here are the

10 fastest companies in the business world's most vibrant categories.

Visit fastcompany.com/mic for more industries and details.
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Structural designin-
creasingly requlres
modularity and acapt-
abliicy: The most com-
pelling new buildings
interact with their
surrcundings, OMA's
Timmerhuis city hajl___
in Rotterdam, Nether-
lands. resembles
stacked blocks—a
nice visual effect that
also allows units to

be added or removed
over time, Archiblox's
moduar sustainabie
homes maximize sun-
light. Other nature
nurturers inchude
SANAA'S Grace Fams
River Builgeng and
Ingenhoven's “Creen
Heart” high-rise,
which vl put a giant
meuntain amdd Singa-
pore’s bustle,

1. SANAA
2,0MA
3. Archiblox
4. Tengbom

5. Ingenhoven
Architects

4. Assemble
7. Gerber
Architekten
i Kasita

5. Ateliers
Jean Nouvel

10. Lake|Flato

http://www.fastcompany.com/most-innovative-companies/sectors/food
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