
NEW CANAAN, CT — Grace Farms, a new center for nature, arts, community, justice and faith, opens October 
9, 2015 with two days of special performances, public talks and family programs. The opening celebration will 
highlight the core initiatives of Grace Farms Foundation, which established the center in New Canaan, CT as an 
80-acre gift of open space. Grace Farms incorporates an 83,000-square-foot multi-use building and covered 
walkways called the River, which the Pritzker Prize-winning architecture studio SANAA designed to blend almost 
transparently into the surrounding woodlands, wetlands and meadows. 

“We look forward to welcoming the public and sharing the multitude of programmed and unstructured experi-
ences that Grace Farms offers,” said Sharon Prince, President of Grace Farms Foundation. “The intersection of 
landscape, architecture, art, faith, justice and community will create a new kind of space for visitors and non-prof-
its to collaborate for good. We invite people to shape their own personal experiences at Grace Farms, take a 
quiet nature walk and have a cup of tea, join an art and architecture tour, see a performance, take part in a justice 
initiative or reflect on your faith. The possibilities are as open as the landscape itself.”
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Inauguration to Feature Performances by Paul Taylor Dance Company, New Chamber Ballet, Broadway 
Inspirational Voices and Matthew Rushing

Presentations Will Include Conversations with Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa of SANAA, Architects of 
Grace Farms’ River Building, and Krishna Patel, Newly Appointed Director of Justice Initiatives at Grace Farms  

Concert by Aloe Blacc to Bene!it Grace Farms Foundation Justice Initiatives

Photo Credit: Grace Farms, the River building; © Dean Kaufman, 2015
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The two-day inaugural celebration, which kicks off on Friday, October 9 at 5:30 pm, will feature artists, perform-
ers, speakers and non-profit partners who have established relationships with Grace Farms. Activities include the 
unveiling of site-specific commissioned artworks by Thomas Demand, Teresita Fernández and Susan Philipsz, as 
well as a textile piece created by Olafur Eliasson. Dance performances will feature Paul Taylor Dance Company, 
New Chamber Ballet and Broadway Inspirational Voices in collaboration with Matthew Rushing. Brazilian-influ-
enced jazz group Anne Boccato Ensemble and the Jake Goldbas Ensemble will provide musical entertainment 
throughout the weekend. 

A benefit concert in support of Grace Farms’ justice program headed by the Foundation’s newly appointed Di-
rector of Justice Initiatives Krishna Patel, former Deputy Chief, National Security & Major Crimes, U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the District of Connecticut, will feature singer/songwriter Aloe Blacc on the evening of October 9. Pro-
ceeds will support a new initiative developed by Grace Farms Foundation in collaboration with law enforcement to 
explore the use of technological platforms to stop child trafficking in the state of Connecticut. Conversations with 
Patel and Next Generation Nepal founder Conor Grennan also will be held over the opening weekend. 

On Saturday, October 10, visitors of all ages will be welcomed to discover Grace Farms and experience its breadth 
of offerings on Community Day. Family-friendly events include a cookout at Grace Farms’ SANAA-designed 
barbecue grill; the acrobatic The Red Trouser Show; a hand drum making workshop; a children’s book drive; a 
collaborative concert; and screenings of !"#$%&'"()&*+&,)-#., a film by Ben Stamper about growing up with autism. 

In addition to open opportunities to explore the 80 acres of woodlands, wetlands and meadows at Grace Farms, 
activities highlighting nature and the surrounding landscape include a conversation with architects Kazuyo Seji-
ma and Ryue Nishizawa of SANAA and a public bulb planting.

Grace Farms Foundation’s commemorative book, -#/&."0).&-12&3-#/)2., an anthology of contemporary poems 
and theological prose, will be presented with a reading by editor Christian Wiman, former editor of ,"2%1+&*-4-5
6(#2 and senior lecturer at Yale Divinity School and the Yale Institute of Sacred Music. Grace Community Church, a 
local nondenominational church which has been granted permanent space at Grace Farms, will host a food drive 
on October 10 for the New Canaan Food Pantry and will initiate weekly services on October 11.

A private inaugural celebration will be held during the day on October 9, with remarks; a commissioned music and 
dance performance featuring Matthew Rushing, New Chamber Ballet and the Stamford Symphony; an installa-
tion by performance artist Lia Chavez; and an artists panel moderated by Yuko Hasegawa, Grace Farms’ Curato-
rial Advisor and Chief Curator of the Museum of Contemporary Art in Tokyo. To launch “New Place/New Works,” a 
Grace Farms initiative dedicated to providing space for artists to create new work, Paul Taylor’s American Modern 
Dance will host an open rehearsal as the company learns repertory by Doug Elkins in preparation for their upcom-
ing season at Lincoln Center.

A full schedule of opening weekend events is below. Upcoming programming at Grace Farms is listed on the orga-
nization’s newly launched website gracefarms.org.

Integrating Architecture with Landscape: The River

Known as the River because of the way it meanders through the rolling terrain, the SANAA building at Grace 
Farms begins on a knoll and then flows down the long, gentle slope in a series of bends, forming pond-like spaces 
on its journey. Structurally, the building of glass, concrete, steel and wood is in essence a single long roof, which 
seems to float some 10 to 14 feet above the surface of the ground as it twists and turns across the landscape. The 
walkways, courtyards and glass-wrapped volumes that form beneath the roof are remarkably transparent and 
invite people to engage with the expansive natural surroundings.

The glass-walled volumes of the River are:
• Sanctuary: a sanctuary/indoor amphitheater with seating for 700 (20,900 sf)
• Library: a staffed library with resources to research justice, the arts, nature, architecture and faith, with a 
glass-enclosed conference room and fireplace for discussion and hospitality, as well as Grace Farms Foundation 
offices (4,550 sf)
• Commons: a dining room and living room, with capacity for 300, with communal tables built from trees har-
vested on-site, a coffee bar, sofas and fireplace (14,400 sf)
• Pavilion: a staffed pavilion where visitors can be oriented to the River building, enjoy a cup of tea or listen to 
intimate musical performances (950 sf)
• Court: a gymnasium/multi-purpose space built partially below grade, with adjoining media lab and game 
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room, for recreation, youth activities, receptions and arts performances (16,900 sf)

In addition to the River building, the original barn located on site was renovated by SANAA.  The West Barn will 
serve as a welcome center for Grace Farms and will house most of the day-to-day community programming in 
classrooms, an art studio, a rehearsal space with sprung floor and a lecture hall. The East Barn will be the home 
of the local nondenominational Grace Community Church, with offices, a lounge, a nursery and a drop-off food 
pantry. 

The landscape design, by SANAA in collaboration with OLIN, integrates community gardens, athletic fields and 
trails within the 80 acres of Grace Farms, while preserving and enhancing the existing habitat for native flora 
and fauna. Several sustainability measures have been incorporated into the design including the creation of 55 
500-foot-deep geothermal wells for heating and cooling of the River. Also, trees that were cleared for the con-
struction of the River were milled on site to construct the furniture for Grace Farms, including the 18-foot-long 
community tables in the Commons. A SANAA designed playground is planned for spring 2016.

The Foundation unveiled SANAA’s design for Grace Farms in September 2012. The River will be the first project by 
SANAA to be completed in the United States following the firm’s receipt of the 2010 Pritzker Prize.

Art Installation

Through the Foundation’s art programming, Grace Farms seeks to develop and present new, collaborative and 
site-specific works in the visual, literary and performing arts. To help launch the art program, several new com-
missioned art works will be unveiled for the opening. 

As visitors explore the River building, they will encounter large-scale photographs by Thomas Demand in the 
Library, showing iterations of SANAA’s architectural models for Grace Farms arranged into abundant, layered 
compositions. In the Commons, visitors will experience Teresita Fernández’s !"07)2&8)-..&9(:21, a site-specific 
installation made of thousands of small, handcrafted silvered glass cubes that reflect everything around them 
and bring the landscape indoors.  At the overlook near the pond, visitors will hear Susan Philipsz’s three-channel 
sound installation, ;2<&=-#--#> inspired by Shape Notes, a music notation designed to facilitate congregational 
and community singing. 

Grace Farms also has acquired Olafur Eliasson’s *-%&?"1&@0)%(/(@2#.("#-)&A1-+21. (2014, editions 1 – 7 of 24), 
one of the few textile works created by the artist. The mats, woven from the wool of Icelandic grey sheep, will be 
available in the Sanctuary for sitting and viewing the landscape or reflective meditation. 

The Foundation will commission additional site-specific works moving forward, including B0.A2#/2/&1-(#, a light-
based work by Olafur Eliasson, as well as a collage by Beatriz Milhazes. In addition, Milhazes’ =-#2)-&C=(##-@"#D, 
2010, will be on view in the Barn during the opening.  

Grace Farms Opening Schedule of Events

Below is an outline of public events scheduled throughout the opening celebration.

October 9, 5:30PM – 9:30PM, Evening Discovery & Benefit Concert

 5:30PM  Performances by Jake Goldbas Ensemble
       Open Studio hosted by non-profit partner Arts for Healing
 5:45PM  Justice program conversation with Krishna Patel 
       Indie pop gospel The Welcome Wagon featuring Andrew Gregory
 6:15PM   Paul Taylor Dance Company performance of ,1"@2%E2-#&'(12

 7:30PM  Benefit Concert featuring Aloe Blacc (ticketed)

Olafur Eliasson’s Little Sun solar-powered lamps will be displayed on site and sold to benefit the 1.1 billion people 
without access to electricity.  

October 10, 10AM – 5PM, Community Day 

 10:00AM  Open Studio hosted by non-profit partner Arts for Healing 
        Mad Science Workshop: Alternative Energy/Art/Nature for Kids
 10:30AM  Children’s reading and bulb planting
 11:30AM   Community BBQ
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 11:30AM   Performances of Brazilian-influenced jazz by Anne Boccato Ensemble
 12:00PM  Justice program conversation on child trafficking with Krishna Patel and Conor Grennan, Founder 
       of Next Generation Nepal
 1:00PM  SANAA lecture and Q&A
 1:45PM   Poetry reading and book launch of -#/&."0).&-12&3-#/)2. with editor Christian Wiman
 2:30PM  Live video shoot with indie pop gospel band The Welcome Wagon
 2:45PM  Screening of !"#$%&'"()&*+&,)-#., film and discussion with Director Ben Stamper 
       Kids hand drum making workshop by James Moss
 3:45PM   Collaborative performance by Broadway Inspirational Voices and Matthew Rushing 

Other activities offered throughout the day include a bulb planting station, demonstrations by A)2(#&-(1 painters, 
tea ceremonies and opportunities to contribute to the Grace Community Church Food Drive for the New Canaan 
Food Pantry.

###

About Grace Farms Foundation

Grace Farms Foundation is a private operating foundation with 501c3 status, established in New Ca-
naan, Connecticut in 2009 to support initiatives in the areas of the arts, justice, community and faith. 
Supported by individual gifts and (in the future) program revenues, the Foundation will carry out its work 
principally through the facilities and programs of Grace Farms, an 80-acre property that the Founda-
tion owns and is developing and managing for the benefit of New Canaan, the local nondenominational 
Grace Community Church and the greater community.
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NEW CANAAN, CT —Sharon Prince, President of Grace Farms Foundation, announced recently that artworks 
commissioned from leading contemporary artists Thomas Demand, Olafur Eliasson, Teresita Fernandez and Su-
san Philipsz will be unveiled to the public to herald the opening of Grace Farms on October 9, 2015. An additional 
site-specific commission by Eliasson and a new work by Beatriz Milhazes will be unveiled in spring 2016.

An environment where people may experience nature, encounter the arts, pursue justice, foster community and 
explore faith, Grace Farms is being developed by the Foundation as an 80-acre gift of open space for the peo-
ple of New Canaan and a platform for initiatives in the non-profit organization’s program areas. Grace Farms’ 
purpose-built, 83,000-square-foot multi-use building and covered walkways called the River is designed by the 
Pritzker Prize-winning firm SANAA to blend almost transparently into the surrounding woodlands, wetlands and 
meadows, with landscape design by SANAA in collaboration with OLIN.  

“We are excited to announce our partnerships with these renowned artists from across the globe, who have re-
sponded so positively to the aspirations of Grace Farms and who are taking us a big step forward in realizing our 
mission,” Sharon Prince said.  “As we begin the countdown to our October opening, it is inspiring to see how the 
landscape and architecture are now coming together so beautifully with the arts and our inaugural programs.”

Grace Farms Foundation has worked closely with Yuko Hasegawa, Grace Farms’ Consultant for Art Installations 
and Chief Curator of the Museum of Contemporary Art in Tokyo, to commission site-specific artworks that com-
plement and enhance the architecture, landscape and multifaceted mission at Grace Farms. The new works to 
be unveiled at the opening are a textile work by Olafur Eliasson; an outdoor sound installation by Susan Philipsz; 
photographs of iterations of SANAA’s models for Grace Farms by Thomas Demand; and a mural by Teresita 
Fernandez. By spring 2016, Grace Farms also expects to incorporate a light-based work by Olafur Eliasson and a 
collage by Beatriz Milhazes.

“Collaborating with Grace Farms Foundation and SANAA on this project has been highly rewarding,” says Yuko 
Hasegawa.  “The concept of Grace Farms is unique.  I believe it will serve as a great example of how art, architec-
ture, nature and meaningful programs can all come together to inspire people.”

GF56 (project) 2015
© Thomas Demand 
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Speaking about the work he is creating, Olafur Eliasson stated, “I was moved by Grace Farms’ vision of an inclu-
sive, non-commercial space to create a work of art that resonates with the architecture, the surrounding parkland 
and the people who breathe life into it. My work will offer visitors an ephemeral experience dedicated to embodied 
spirituality.”

The commissioned works are part of Grace Farms’ broader plan for programming across its core program areas: 
nature, arts, justice, community and faith.  Additional programs will include art and architecture tours; book 
signings and discussions with authors; film screenings and discussions with filmmakers; an Earth Day weekend 
symposium; a community pantry and kitchen; lectures and conversations with thought leaders; a year-end Fes-
tival of Lights and special courses given in collaboration with the Yale Center for Faith and Culture.  Grace Farms 
also will serve as a year-round public recreational area with walking trails, picnic areas, an athletic field and food 
from community purveyors. 

Select non-profit institutions and community organizations whose missions correspond to Grace Farms’ will 
benefit from the gift of program space in the River.  Facilities such as a media lab, artist and rehearsal studios and 
meeting spaces will be offered as resources for these collaborations for good.  The organizations will include the 
local non-denominational Grace Community Church, which will hold worship services in the sanctuary/indoor 
amphitheater on Sundays. Among the non-profit organizations that the Foundation has previously supported, 
and that may be invited to use space in the River to advance their missions, are Arts for Healing, A Better Chance, 
New Canaan CARES, Domestic Violence Crisis Center, Yale Center for Faith and Culture, International Justice 
Mission, Love146, Next Generation Nepal and Hope for Haiti.  The Foundation is also in the midst of establishing 
an animal-assisted therapy program and has created a Grace Farms Heavenly Roast coffee blend that supports 
justice and community programming by sourcing from the women-owned Rainforest Alliance Farms.  

Integrating Architecture with Landscape

Known as the River because of the way it meanders through the rolling terrain, the SANAA building at Grace 
Farms begins on a knoll and then flows down the long, gentle slope in a series of bends, forming pond-like spaces 
on its journey. Structurally, the building of glass, concrete, steel and wood is in essence a single long roof, which 
seems to float some 10 to 14 feet above the surface of the ground as it twists and turns across the landscape. The 
walkways, courtyards and glass-wrapped volumes that form beneath the roof are remarkably transparent and 
invite people to engage with the expansive natural surroundings.

The glass-walled volumes of the River are:
• Sanctuary: a 700-person sanctuary/indoor amphitheater (20,900 sf)
• Library: a staffed library with resources to research justice, the arts, nature and faith. It includes a glass-en-
closed conference room and fireplace for discussion and hospitality, as well as Grace Farms Foundation offices. 
(4,550 sf)
• Commons: a dining room and living room, with capacity for 300, with communal tables built from trees 
harvested on-site, a coffee bar, sofas and fireplace, offering hospitality and expansive views. A lower level accomo-
dates a lecture hall and ancillary spaces. (14,400 sf)
• Pavilion: a staffed welcome center where visitors can be oriented to Grace Farms, enjoy a cup of coffee or tea 
or listen to intimate musical performances (950 sf)
• Court: a partially below-grade gymnasium/multi-purpose space with adjoining media lab and game room, for 
recreation, youth activities, receptions and arts performances (16,900 sf)

SANAA and OLIN’s landscape design sensitively integrates community gardens, athletic fields, a playground and 
trails within the 80 acres of Grace Farms, while preserving and enhancing the existing habitat for native flora and 
fauna.   The Foundation unveiled SANAA’s design for Grace Farms In September 2012. The River will be the first 
project by SANAA to be completed in the United States following the firm’s receipt of the Pritzker Prize.

###
About Grace Farms Foundation

Grace Farms Foundation is a private operating foundation with 501c3 status established in New Canaan, 
Connecticut in 2009 to support initiatives in the areas of nature, the arts, justice, community and faith.  
Supported by individual gifts and (in the future) program revenues, the Foundation will carry out its work 
principally through the facilities and programs of Grace Farms, an 80-acre property that the Founda-
tion owns and is developing and managing for the benefit of New Canaan, the local nondenominational 
Grace Community Church and the greater community.



NEW CANAAN, CT — Sharon Prince, President of the New Canaan-based Grace Farms Foundation, has an-
nounced that the 80-acre Grace Farms, an environment where people may experience nature, encounter the 
arts, pursue justice, foster community, and explore faith, will open to the public on October 9, 2015. Developed as 
a gift of open space for the people of New Canaan and a platform for initiatives in the non-profit Foundation’s pro-
gram areas, Grace Farms features a purpose-built 83,000-square-foot multi-use building and covered walkways 
called the River by the Pritzker Prize-winning firm SANAA, designed to blend almost transparently into wood-
lands, wetlands and meadows with a landscape design by SANAA in collaboration with OLIN.

“We are thrilled that Grace Farms will begin welcoming the public on October 9, 2015,” Sharon Prince stated. 
“Through this blending of landscape, architecture and multifaceted programs, with the arts running through 
them as a common thread, we hope to offer people a special place to share a quiet walk through the meadows, 
enjoy coffee or an intimate concert, pitch in with helping others for a worthy cause or get in touch with the deep-
est questions about the meaning of our lives. The possibilities of Grace Farms are as open as the landscape itself, 
which is the spirit that SANAA has so perfectly conveyed.”

A private operating foundation with 501c3 status, supported by individual gifts and (in the future) program 
revenues, Grace Farms Foundation owns and is developing Grace Farms as the primary platform for its work in 
the areas of faith, the arts, justice and community. In March 2010, after an international search, the Foundation 
selected SANAA to design the building for Grace Farms, on the basis of the firm’s deep understanding of the as-
pirations for the project. The selection was made shortly before the announcement that Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue 
Nishizawa had won the 2010 Pritzker Architecture Prize.

In September 2012, the Foundation unveiled SANAA’s design. The Grace Farms building will be the first project by 
SANAA to be completed in the United States following the firm’s receipt of the Pritzker Prize.

Integrating Architecture with Landscape: The River

Known as the River because of the way it meanders through the rolling terrain, the SANAA building occupies a 
footprint of 77,000 sf at Grace Farms. Nestled into the landscape, the River begins on a knoll and then flows down 
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the long, gentle slope in a series of bends, forming pond-like spaces on its journey. Structurally, the building of 
glass, concrete, steel and wood is in essence a single long roof, which seems to float some 10 to 14 feet above the 
surface of the ground as it twists and turns across the landscape. The walkways, courtyards and glass-wrapped 
volumes that form beneath the roof are remarkably transparent and invite people to engage with the expansive 
natural surroundings.

Kazuyo Sejima, co-founder and co-principal of SANAA, stated, “Our goal with the River is to make the architecture 
become part of the landscape. We hope that those who are on the property will have a greater enjoyment of the 
beautiful environment and changing seasons through the spaces and experience created by the River.”

The glass-walled volumes of the River are:
• Sanctuary: a 700-person sanctuary/indoor amphitheater (20,900 sf)
• Library: a staffed library with resources to research justice, the arts, nature and faith. It includes a glass-en-
closed conference room and fireplace for discussion and hospitality, as well as Grace Farms Foundation offices. 
(4,550 sf)
• Commons: a dining room and living room, with capacity for 300, with communal tables built from trees 
harvested on-site, a coffee bar, sofas and fireplace, offering hospitality and expansive views. A lower level accomo-
dates a lecture hall and ancillary spaces. (14,400 sf)
• Pavilion: a staffed welcome center where visitors can be oriented to Grace Farms, enjoy a cup of coffee or tea 
or listen to intimate musical performances (950 sf)
• Court: a partially below-grade gymnasium/multi-purpose space with adjoining media lab and game room, for 
recreation, youth activities, receptions and arts performances (16,900 sf)

Connecting these volumes, and incorporated into the River as an integral component, are more than 28,000 sf 
of covered exterior walkways.  In its transparency, fluidity and expression of the Grace Farms mission, the design 
of the River exemplifies qualities identified by Yuko Hasegawa, Chief Curator of the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Tokyo: “The SANAA architectural experience encourages the emergence of various relationships by loosely 
connecting the public and the private, the group and the individual, and the external and the internal.”

Pursuing Justice, Fostering Community, Exploring Faith: Programs at Grace Farms

Select non-profit institutions that will benefit from the gift of program space in the River will include the local 
nondenominational Grace Community Church, which will hold worship services in the Sanctuary on Sundays, and 
a number of other organizations that Grace Farms Foundation has supported. Among the non-profits supported 
in the past that may be invited to use space in the River to advance their missions are Arts for Healing, A Better 
Chance, New Canaan CARES, Domestic Violence Crisis Center, Yale Center for Faith and Culture, International 
Justice Mission, Love146, Next Generation Nepal, Volunteer Architects Network, Partners in Health and Hope for 
Haiti. 

Miroslav Volf, Henry B. Wright Professor of Systematic Theology at the Yale Divinity School, Founding Director 
of the Yale Center for Faith and Culture and a member of the Board of Grace Farms Foundation, stated, “Grace 
Farms will be a setting in which to seek answers to the fundamental human question of what makes our lives 
worth living. Who am I? What should be my relationship with others? What can I do that will make an imprint wor-
thy of the name of being human? In its natural setting, its architecture and its programs, Grace Farms will provide 
rare opportunities of space, time and occasions to engage with these issues, and by doing so to open ourselves 
for the encounter with God.”

Members of the public may share a meal in the dining room, make use of the library, enjoy one of the artistic pro-
grams that will be woven through Grace Farms or simply relax in the natural setting. 

SANAA’s landscape design sensitively integrates community gardens, athletic fields, a playground and trails 
within the 80 acres, while preserving and enhancing the existing habitat for native flora and fauna. Ryue Nishi-
zawa, co-founder and co-principal of SANAA, stated, “the idea of merging with surroundings follows through to 
the landscape design as well. We wish to create a very natural site of rolling fields and wild flowers, that is natural 
but not unkempt, creating a balance of mown lawn areas and meadows of native flora that helps softly define the 
activities of the site.”

Trees that were cleared for the construction of the River are being milled on site to construct the furniture for 
Grace Farms, including 18-foot-long community tables. Fifty-five 500-foot-deep geothermal wells have been 
drilled on the property for heating and cooling the River. Seventy percent of mowed areas will be returned to natu-
ral meadows by Larry Weaner Landscape Associates. 



Grace Farms Foundation is a private operating foundation with 501c3 status established 
in New Canaan, Connecticut in 2009 to support initiatives in the areas of faith, the 
arts, justice and community. Supported by individual gifts and (in the future) program 
revenues, the Foundation will carry out its work principally through the facilities and 
programs of Grace Farms, an 80-acre property that the Foundation owns and is devel-
oping and managing for the benefit of New Canaan, the local nondenominational Grace 
Community Church and the greater community.

365 Lukes Wood Road, New Canaan, Connecticut

Sharon Prince
President, Board of Directors

The Foundation’s first initiative was the purchase of the former Windsome Farms in New 
Canaan. The land and its buildings—a small residence, paddocks and barn—had been 
acquired by a private company in early 2000 and rezoned for a 10-lot subdivision. In 
2007, individuals affiliated with the local nondenominational Grace Community Church 
purchased 48 of the acres in order to preserve them in perpetuity as a natural environ-
ment and a gift of open space to New Canaan and to the Church. In 2009, these individ-
uals formed the Foundation, which purchased 27 additional acres in 2009, the remaining 
five acres in 2015, and accepted the donation of the original 48 acres.

Ownership of the 80 acres enabled the Foundation to begin planning the facilities and 
programs of Grace Farms.

In March 2010, the Foundation selected SANAA to design a facility for Grace Farms, to 
be seamlessly integrated into the landscape. SANAA’s design for the facility, known as 
the River, was unveiled in 2012.  

Construction began in 2013.

At Grace Farms, the Foundation will welcome people into the landscape for nature walks, 
relaxation and quiet contemplation, and to the multi-use facilities of the River. These fa-
cilities, which will be used at times by Grace Community Church, will also be made avail-
able to select non-profit and community groups and will be the site for public amenities 
and programs ranging from coffee and tea service, discussions, intimate concerts and 
family-friendly art classes and athletics to a curated, multi-disciplinary series of cultural 
projects and events.

Nature: Nature can inspire a sense of awe and direct our attention away from ourselves. 
The Foundation is offering Grace Farms as a way to enable people to experience the 
peace and beauty of nature. Approximately 77 of the 80 acres of Grace Farms will be 
retained in perpetuity as open meadows, woods, wetlands and ponds. SANAA is de-
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veloping the landscape design for Grace Farms with the Philadelphia-based firm OLIN, 
preserving and enhancing the existing habitat for native flora and fauna while integrating 
community gardens, athletic fields, a playground and trails. Trees that were cleared for 
the construction of the River were milled on site to craft furniture by SANAA for Grace 
Farms, including 18-foot-long community tables. Fifty-five 500-foot-deep geothermal 
wells have been drilled on the property for heating and cooling the River. Seventy percent 
of mowed areas will be returned to natural meadows by Larry Weaner Landscape Associ-
ates.

Community: Meaningful community is a fundamental necessity of life. Grace Farms will 
be a venue where people can experience meaningful community through a diverse range 
of environments and activities, from conversations over coffee, to mutual appreciation 
of a breeze rustling through the trees, to recreational activities for youth and adults, to 
active debate, musical performance and art installations or a shared mission toward a 
worthy cause.

Justice: Select non-profit institutions will benefit from the gift of program space at Grace 
Farms, leveraging their ability to advance justice in the world and providing new oppor-
tunities for visitors to become involved in helping others. Among the groups the Foun-
dation has supported that may be invited to use space in the River are Arts for Healing, 
A Better Chance, New Canaan CARES, Domestic Violence Crisis Center, Yale Center for 
Faith and Culture, International Justice Mission, Love146, Next Generation Nepal, Vol-
unteer Architects Network, Partners in Health and Hope for Haiti. A drop-off pantry and 
freezer units in the barn and commercial kitchen will provide food and clothing to other 
local organizations.

Faith: Exploration of the deep issues of life often leads us to the question of God, nudges 
us to study the Bible and other religious texts and moves us to explore the relationships 
among faith, philosophy and science. Grace Farms exists to foster a pursuit of truth 
about these questions and the way we should live in today’s complex world. Foundation 
programming will include classes and discussions, provision of library resources and the 
gift of space to Grace Community Church and other faith-based organizations.

The Arts: Grace Farms Foundation has worked closely with Yuko Hasegawa, Grace 
Farms’ Consultant for Art Installations and Chief Curator of the Museum of Contempo-
rary Art in Tokyo, to commission site-specific artworks that complement and enhance 
the architecture, landscape and multifaceted mission at Grace Farms. The new works 
to be unveiled at the opening are a textile work by Olafur Eliasson; an outdoor sound 
installation by Susan Philipsz; photographs of iterations of SANAA’s models for Grace 
Farms by Thomas Demand; and a mural by Teresita Fernandez. By spring 2016, Grace 
Farms also expects to incorporate a light-based work by Olafur Eliasson and a collage by 
Beatriz Milhazes.

Walter (Bo) Beatty, Leighanne Champion, Thomas Champion, Jay Fielden, Jane Hunsing-
er, Peter Hunsinger, Taylor McCall-Mazza, Roy Medile, Robert Prince, Sharon Prince, 
David Verklin, Veronica Verklin, Dr. Miroslav Volf, Gregory Zehner
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Creation of a multipurpose building and landscape design for Grace Farms, an 80-
acre natural environment in New Canaan, Connecticut that the non-profit Grace 
Farms Foundation is preserving as a gift of open space for people to experience 
nature, encounter the arts, pursue justice, foster community and explore faith. The 
facilities of the building will be made available by the Foundation to Grace Community 
Church and other select nonprofit and community groups, and will be the site for pub-
lic amenities and programs ranging from coffee and tea service, discussions, intimate 
concerts and family-friendly art classes and athletics to a curated, multi-disciplinary 
series of cultural projects and events.

365 Lukes Wood Road, New Canaan, Connecticut

Sharon Prince
President, Board of Directors

Design architect: SANAA, Tokyo
Principals in charge: Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa
Formed in Tokyo in 1995 by Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa, SANAA received the 
highest award in its field, the Pritzker Architecture Prize, in 2010, for its “vision of a 
building as a seamless whole, where the physical presence retreats and forms a sen-
suous background for people, objects, activities, and landscapes.” The Grace Farms 
building, known as the River, will be the firm’s first project in the United States since 
receiving the Pritzker Prize.
Landscape architect: OLIN, Philadelphia
Principal in charge: Dennis McGlade

Approximately 77 of the 80 acres of Grace Farms are being retained in perpetuity as 
open meadows, woods, wetlands and ponds. OLIN’s design preserves and enhances 
the existing habitat for native flora and fauna while integrating a community garden, 
athletic fields and a SANAA-designed playground and trails. Trees that were cleared 
for construction are being milled on site to construct the furniture for Grace Farms, 
including 18- foot-long community tables. Fifty-five 500-foot-deep geothermal wells 
have been drilled on the property for heating and cooling. Seventy percent of mowed 
areas will be returned to natural meadows by Larry Weaner Landscape Associates.

In its architectural brief, the Foundation asked for a venue of “cultural interest and 
curiosity via open space, architecture, art and design in order to provide people
with an opportunity to:
 1. Experience Nature: Our aim is to draw people into this beautiful landscape, to 
 enhance one’s experience of nature through all five senses, and to allow nature 
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 itself to inspire in us an experience of awe.
 2. Foster Community: We hope to provide a warm, welcoming environment that 
 fosters personal relationships through passive and active, social and artistic activi-
 ties.
 3. Pursue Justice: We will offer resources and feature opportunities to improve 
 lives by helping others, showing mercy and advancing justice together.
 4. Explore Faith: We aspire to create an environment for reflection, study, discus-
 sion and worship.”

In 2009, leadership of the Foundation initiated an international search for an archi-
tect for a facility at Grace Farms. In March 2010, shortly before SANAA was chosen to 
receive that year’s Pritzker Prize, the Foundation selected Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue 
Nishizawa to design the facility for Grace Farms.

September 2012

June 18, 2013

October 9, 2015

The 83,000-square-foot multi-use building and covered walkways is known as the 
River because of the way it meanders through the rolling terrain. With existing build-
ings—a residence, paddocks and barn—the total built area at Grace Farms covers 
77,000 sf. Enclosed space of the River is over 56,000 sf, and the covered exterior 
pathway is nearly 25,500 sf. The River is approximately 150 ft wide at maximum, 25 ft 
wide at minimum and varies in height from 10 ft to 14 ft. The building is approximate-
ly 1,400 ft long, but because of its switchbacks it sits on an expanse of land that is 
approximately 700 ft long.

$67 million

SANAA’s goal was to make the architecture of the River become part of the landscape 
without drawing attention to itself, or even feeling like a building, with the hope that 
those who are on the property will have a greater enjoyment of the beautiful environ-
ment and changing seasons through the spaces and experience created by the River.

Nestled into the rolling landscape of Grace Farms, the River begins on a knoll and 
then flows down the long, gentle slope (a change in grade of 43 ft – 9 in) in a series 
of bends, forming pondlike spaces on its journey. Structurally, the building of glass, 
concrete, steel and wood is in essence a single long roof, which seems to float above 
the surface of the ground as it twists and turns across the landscape. The walkways, 
courtyards and glasswrapped volumes that form beneath the roof are remarkably 
transparent and invite people to engage with the expansive natural surroundings.

Under the continuous roof are five transparent glass-enclosed volumes that can host 
a variety of activities and events, while maintaining a constant sense of the surround-
ing natural environment. In sequence, they are:
Sanctuary: a 700-person sanctuary/indoor amphitheater (20,900 sf)
Library: a staffed library with resources to research justice, the arts, nature and faith. 
It includes a glass-enclosed conference room and fireplace for discussion and hospi-
tality, as well as Grace Farms Foundation offices. (4,550 sf)
Commons: a dining room and living room, with capacity for 300, with communal 
tables built from trees harvested on-site, a coffee bar, sofas and fireplace, offering 
hospitality and expansive views. A lower level accomodates a lecture hall and ancillary 
spaces. (14,400 sf)

Architect Selection

Design Unveiling

Groundbreaking

Opening

Size

Construction
Cost

Architectural 
Concept

Design Highlights

River Components



Pavilion: a staffed welcome center where visitors can be oriented to Grace Farms, 
enjoy a cup of coffee or tea or listen to intimate musical performances (950 sf)
Court: a partially below-grade gymnasium/multi-purpose space with adjoining media 
lab and game room, for recreation, youth activities, receptions and arts performances 
(16,900 sf)

The original barn was renovated to serve as a welcome center with a greeting space 
in each of its two wings. The barn will also house many of the day-to-day programs, 
with classrooms, an art studio, a rehearsal space with sprung floor, offices, a lounge, a 
nursery and a drop-off food pantry to support the justice program.

A barbecue pit in one of the courtyards defined by the River will serve as a place for 
picnics, large and small. One of the paddocks remaining on site will contain a play-
ground being designed by SANAA, an athletic field is being created on top of the lower 
geothermal field and a walking trail is being laid out. A variety of outdoor furniture will 
be placed around the buildings.
Roof: The basic framing is composed of repeating units of Glu-Lam timber beams 
supported by columns, with each beam tilted to follow the slope of the site and the 
distance between units changing slightly. The top layer of the roof is a rain screen of 
anodized aluminum panels, each 2 ft wide by 20 ft long.
Glazing: Exterior walls of the River’s enclosed volumes are double-glazed panels of 
glass—203 in total (excluding the door and door vestibule panels)—joined with a spe-
cially engineered 7mm edgetech super spacer, with fritting at the edge of the glass to 
mask the spacer.
Interiors: There are three kinds of flooring: a light-colored concrete similar in tone to 
the bonded gravel outside (used for most of the floors); wood (red oak for the floors 
in the library and administration office, and maple for the gym); and grey brick for the 
floor of the living area. Ceilings are the exposed Glu-Lam beams of the roof frame. Wall 
finishes are white painted drywall.
Millwork: Furniture materials are principally anodized aluminum and red oak, the 
same materials used for the rain screen of the roof and the wood of the floors.
Furniture: Wood harvested from tree-removal from the site yielded oak, ash, birch, 
beech, hickory poplar and black locust. Selection is underway for which species to use 
for custom furniture.
Walkways: Bonded gravel.

LEED Certification The building will be LEED certified. LEED credits are being sought 
for:
 · High-efficiency mechanical, electrical, plumbing and lighting systems
 · Commissioning of building energy systems
 · Water conservation
 · Daylighting
 · Low-heat island effect (from the reflective aluminum roof)
 · Energy efficient glazing system
 · Alternative transportation
 · Preventions of construction activity pollution, and waste management
 · Monitoring of air quality and energy use

Other sustainability measures are:
 · On-site milling and kiln-drying of trees that were cleared for construction, to be 
 used to construct indoor and outdoor furniture
 · Construction and use of geothermal wells

Barn

Outdoor Program

Principal Materials:
The River

LEED Certification

Sustainability 
Measures



 · Addition of a dry hydrant at the upper pond on the adjacent property to provide 3 
 million gallons of water for community fire department use
 · Provision of a 50,000-gallon water storage tank for the River that can also be 
 used to fight fires in the local community
 · Provision of a 6,800-gallon drinking water storage tank
 · Hiring of subcontractors that all have their head offices within a 75-mile radius,
  with most within 45 miles
 · Purchasing of much of the lumber from local sources by the carpentry subcon-
 tractor

Into the 1940s, the site now known as Grace Farms was a patchwork of small-scale 
farmsteads. As New Canaan became more suburban in character and agriculture 
tapered off, secondary-growth woodlands began to recolonize land on the site that 
had been cleared for crops. The land and its small residence were owned by Comstock 
Farms until 1991, when Windsome Farms purchased the property, converted it into 
an equestrian facility and constructed facilities including a paddock and barn. In early 
2000, Pacific Farms acquired the property and rezoned it into a 10-lot subdivision.

Citizens of New Canaan affiliated with Grace Community Church purchased 48 acres 
of the property in 2007 with the intention of maintaining it as a gift of open space for 
the town. Grace Farms Foundation purchased 27 additional acres in 2009, the remain-
ing five acres in 2015, and accepted the donation of the original 48 acres.

SANAA Kazuyo Sejima, Principal
Ryue Nishizawa, Principal
Shohei Yoshida, Takayuki Hasegawa, Tommy Haddock

OLIN Dennis McGlade, Partner in Charge
Les Bishop, Associate
Jen Toy, Senior Landscape Architect
Eve Kootchick, Associate

Handel Architects
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Environmental Planning Services

Michael W. Klemens LLC
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